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SONORA -- Burly men clad in steel and mounted on horseback will smash into each other
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recovered, but I'm still nursing it a little bit," Bassett said.

He's still nursing it because his good friend Ellingsen knocked him off a horse, and he
injured it again last weekend at a tournament in Truckee.

Ellingsen can't help gloating a little.

"l took care of Cliff this weekend, so | won't have to worry about him next weekend,"
Ellingsen said during an interview Tuesday.

Charlie Andrews, 37, of Eagle Mountain, Utah, also is riding injured -- a broken thumb he
suffered during a tournament in Anderson just before he and the other top professional
knights headed to Calgary.

He and Bassett unhorsed each other two weeks ago during a jousting show at Casa De
Fruta, near the Pacheco Pass. The shows also are unscripted combat but are intended to
be slightly less violent than tournaments.

"We do weaken the lances a little bit, so they can break a little easier," Andrews said.

Andrews is known as one of the professional jousting circuit's hardest hitters.

He weighs 245 pounds, is a Navy veteran with combat experience in the first Gulf War
and Somalia, and is a lifelong rancher and horse-man.

His plans for his rivals in Sonora are simple: "l am looking to plant them all in the dirt."

Contact reporter Dana Nichols at 209 754-9534 or dnichols@recordnet.com

JOUSTING CHAMPIONSHIPS

This year's event is based on the famous Field of the Cloth of Gold tournament in 1520 hosted in
Calais, France, by Henry the VIII of England and King Francis | of France.
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